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COUNTY COUNCIL 

FOR MONTGOMERY COUNTY, MARYLAND 
 

By: Councilmember Silverman 

 
AN ACT to: 

(1) amend the requirements for forest conservation for certain equestrian facilities on land in 
agricultural zones; and 

(2) generally amend the forest conservation law regarding equestrian facilities. 
 
By amending 
 Montgomery County Code 

Chapter 22A, Forest Conservation – Trees 
 Sections 22A-3 and 22A-5 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The County Council for Montgomery County, Maryland approves the following Act: 

Boldface Heading or defined term. 
Underlining Added to existing law by original bill. 
[Single boldface brackets] Deleted from existing law by original bill. 
Double underlining  Added by amendment. 
[[Double boldface brackets]] Deleted from existing law or the bill by amendment. 
*   *   * Existing law unaffected by bill. 
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Sec. 1, Sections 22A-3 and 22A-5 are amended as follows: 1 

22A-3. Definitions. 2 

 In this Chapter, the following terms have the meanings indicated: 3 

 * * * 4 

 Equestrian Facility: Any building, structure, or land area that is primarily 5 

used [[or designed]] for the care, breeding, boarding, rental, riding, sport eventing, or 6 

training of horses or ponies, the teaching of equestrian skills, or competitive 7 

equestrian events. 8 

 * * * 9 

22A-5.  Exemptions. 10 

 The requirements of Article II do not apply to: 11 

 * * * 12 

(r) an equestrian facility located in an agricultural zone that is exempt 13 

from platting requirements under Section 50-9, whether or not a 14 

sediment control permit is obtained under Section 19-2[[(d),]].  [[but]] 15 

Article II does not apply to any equestrian support building or related 16 

activity only if the building is built using best management practices.  17 

However, Section 22A-6(b) applies if any specimen or champion tree 18 

would be cleared.  This exemption does not permit any forest or tree 19 

that was preserved under a previously-approved forest conservation plan 20 

or tree save plan to be cut, cleared, or graded unless the previously-21 

approved plan is amended to allow that activity.  This exemption does 22 

not apply if: 23 

(1) any forest was cleared during an agricultural activity, as defined 24 

in subsection (b), during the 5 years before any exemption under 25 

this subsection is claimed; 26 



  Bill 29-03 

   3

(2) any forest or tree located in a stream valley buffer would be 27 

cleared; 28 

(3) on-site forest retention does not equal at least [[20]] 25% of the 29 

[[gross]] tract area or all forest existing when the exemption is 30 

claimed, whichever is less; or 31 

(4) on-site forest [[clearing would exceed]] retention does not equal 32 

at least 50% of [[the]] any net tract area when more than 50% of 33 

that tract is existing forest. 34 

A conservation easement is not required for any equestrian facility, 35 

whether or not the exemption in this subsection applies.  However, 36 

another type of long-term protection may be required under Section 37 

22A-12(h)(2) if the facility includes any forest [[save]] retention area.  38 

The Planning Director must monitor any facility that is exempt under 39 

this subsection to confirm that the applicant and any successor in 40 

interest continue to comply with all conditions of the exemption; 41 

[(r)] (s)  * * * 42 

[(s)] (t)  * * * 43 

Approved: 44 

 45 

 /s/         7/30/04 46 

Steven A. Silverman, President, County Council    Date 

Approved: 47 

 48 

 /s/         8/9/04 49 

Douglas M. Duncan, County Executive     Date 

This is a correct copy of Council action. 50 

 /s/         8/10/04 51 

Mary A. Edgar, CMC, Clerk of the Council     Date 



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /All
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName (http://www.color.org)
  /PDFXTrapped /Unknown

  /Description <<
    /FRA <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create PDF documents with higher image resolution for improved printing quality. The PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Reader 5.0 and later.)
    /JPN <FEFF3053306e8a2d5b9a306f30019ad889e350cf5ea6753b50cf3092542b308000200050004400460020658766f830924f5c62103059308b3068304d306b4f7f75283057307e30593002537052376642306e753b8cea3092670059279650306b4fdd306430533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103057305f00200050004400460020658766f8306f0020004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d30678868793a3067304d307e30593002>
    /DEU <>
    /PTB <>
    /DAN <>
    /NLD <>
    /ESP <>
    /SUO <>
    /ITA <>
    /NOR <>
    /SVE <>
  >>
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


